
Climate Action Commission Listening Tour 

Manchester, VT Meeting, September 21, 2017 

Commission members in attendance:  Deputy Secretary Peter Walke, June Tierney, Bill Laberge, 
Tom Donahue, and Robert Turner.  Attendance per signup sheet: 77 people. 

 

Bill Thwing: See comments entitled “Climate Action Commission Public Hearing.”  

Stefanie Moffit-Hynds- Vermont’s renewable energy standard should be 100% renewable 
ASAP.  I’m in favor carbon pricing.  I work with 8th graders and when asked to identify one 
thing to help climate change, their number 1 suggestion is carbon pricing.  If 8th graders get it, 
why don’t we?  I’m a mother and for my kids and their kids and they have a president who tells 
them climate change isn’t real, I’m glad there’s hope.  

Keith Dewey-We’re not moving fast or aggressively enough.  We have to triple efforts to be 
more aggressive.  We have to convert industrial, residential, and transportation to clean green 
electricity or minor blend of biofuels or biomass.  We need carbon tax as necessity.  Carbon tax 
plans aren’t close to aggressive enough to match problem with real world solution.   

Jim Hand- Suggests price on carbon. Some say that carbon pricing would disrupt economics, but 
after Harvey fuel sales in VT went up 30 cents per gallon.   

Jerry Byrd—VT had foresight to ban billboard in 1969, we should be ahead on climate change 
too.  I want us back in charge of our energy and be 100% renewable.  Put a price on carbon and 
fines.  Europe and Canada manufacture products to heat and cool more efficiently, they are cut 
out of the market from getting here.  They don’t sell because they think Americans won’t get it.  
Why don’t we have technical jobs like that, distribution and construction jobs available in VT?  
California has leapt ahead of us.  Norway and France and China and India fossil fuel cars won’t 
be sold in their countries anymore.  The windmills don’t get in the way of the beauty here.  PSB 
has backward policies: 250kw system was slammed due to technicality  

Barbara True-Weber-See comments entitled “Barbara True-Weber CAC Comments.”   

Karen Lee-See comments entitled “Karen Lee CAC Comments”.     

Mike—Solarfest; education.  About half of the state doesn’t believe in clim change.  If ppl 
understand it’ll affect them directly, they don’t think it’ll impact them directly.  If we can impact 
those attitudes, we can move forward.  In NY focuses more on transport and heat and not just 
electrification.  They’re providing $6k in rebates for ground source heat pumps.  The other is a 
revers tax for clean energy employers, paid for by higher energy taxes; give them a credit per 
employee paid for the gas tax. 

Doug Grandt—We need a hard cap replace refineries with renewables.  We should put a refinery 
out of business at a rate of 1/week.  We can limit amount of gas/diesel to adjust carbon tax that 
doesn’t work. .  See also comments entitled “Doug Grandt’s CAC Comments”.     



Jen Lalor—See comments entitled “Jen Lalor CAC Comments.”   

Mary Lines—I believe that VT can protect its environment and health of its citizens and also 
stimulate economy by investigating alternative energy solutions.  Put price on carbon pollution.   

Bob Allen—See comments entitled “Bob Allen’s CAC Comments”.   

Ed Morrow—Have to ditto carbon pricing, any level that we’ve talked about isn’t effective.  
Carbon pricing would need to be at the European level to be effective.  I’m in favor of severe 
pricing, the govt needs to do it in holistic way taking into account effects on all citizens and in a 
state with little public transport, severe rises for fuels could hurt percentages of population who 
can’t afford greater rates.  We should be pushing for charging stations all over the state to make 
electric cars more affordable.  We should also put a climate change office in the governor’s 
cabinet.  All state agencies should be in agreement with each other.  Are we making 
environmentally sound changes at state level? 

Mark Ramely—Residential heating is the biggest impactor.  There should be a state-funded work 
group to promote education of plug in vehicles.  Retailers are ignorant of benefits of electric cars.  
Dealers refuse to use these cars and say aren’t worth the investment. 

Steven Davis—VT DEC should be getting ideas from NY DEC as they are leaders in this 
country.  In 2006, the VT governor signed bill (House Bill 28) for light pollution.  Since then, the 
committee hasn’t even met and nothing happened or enforced.  Don’t let the CAC be the same.   

Ellen Malona—Transportation as an issue.  My solutions: extending subsidy or encouragement 
to power companies who extend phase III power further; isn’t common in rural areas.  This is 
necessary for fuel charging stations.  Phase III reaches more clean energy generation.  This was 
required by Act 174 and we need that assistance to make town plans accordingly.  No public 
transport reaches rural areas; there are many bedroom communities in Bennington county.  Need 
encouragement for van services or subsidized.  People can shop in groups and it could serve 
more than 1 purposes (aging population). 

Tony de Pon—Climate change may correlate more with solar activity and not human interaction.   
Governor should look at the science to take a deeper look to see if it’s from carbon dioxide. 

Carl Bucholt—I support carbon pollution tax; we can do it and fairly.  Effects of hurricane are 
high, but less than what we give as subsidies to oil companies.  We can use the money generated 
by the tax for electric charging stations around the state. It needs to be feasible. Methane is huge 
and state need to mitigate emissions from dairy or landfills.  Fracked gas and oil releases 
methane to atmosphere; pipelines in the press should be banned because gas and oil going 
through them will contaminate.  State should divest completely from banks TD bank, Chase, 
Wells Fargo.   

Consie West—Europe has had carbon pricing for a long time.  Weatherization, how do we pay 
for that?  We have old housing stock, need to help population weatherize.   

Dr. Alan Betts—See comments entitled “Climate Action Commission Hearing, Testimony by Dr 
Alan Betts”.   



 

 

Alexandra Heintz—The time is now.  We don’t have recycle bins and compost here in VT.   

Sabrina Melendez—See comments entitled “Address to Vermont’s Climate Action Commission”.   

Kendra—VT redistributes a hidden cost on carbon energy.  

Zoe Aloise—See comments entitled “Zoe Aloise CAC Comments”.   

Eva Krukowski—Public transportation is something we’re passionate about.  Electric cars and 
charging stations are a good start but we can take a step further with electric public transportation 
and busses.  It affects all of us.  It’s a huge contributor of carbon emissions; carbon taxing, we 
can all pay our fair share.   

Sofia Dantzig—make sure that every person sees Sabrina’s speech.  Also, see comments entitled 
“Sophia Dantzig CAC Comments”.   

Ben Watson—Climate change affects all aspects of living.  Put a price on it.  It will decrease our 
own carbon output and that affects all of us personally.   

Emma Ogden-Wolgemuth—I support carbon tax. We also need to have more open discussions 
like this.  If communities can have open dialogues, they can get the information out there to 
people who don’t have access otherwise.  Governor should get the information out there so we 
don’t live in the closet of ignorance. 

Stevie Martinez-Farias—See comments entitled “Stevie Martinez-Farias CAC Comments”.   

Oliver Ferland—Carbon pollution is damaging our health, economy, and only planet.  We can 
put the price on carbon emissions and this will be good for our health.  Carpool in your Subaru. 

Annette Smith—See comments titled “Annette Smith CAC Comments.”   

Trey Bowman—We have a lot of privilege due to geography.  We should be democratizing 
renewable energy sources.  I urge the commission to implement a carbon tax.  This tax isn’t 
solution; it’s the foundation.  If we shift burden off backs of developing world; we put it on to 
the producer who contributes to climate change.   

Carl Diethelm—I have 3 suggestions: 1) put a price on carbon especially for polluters that are 
damaging the air.  I want to see that money going to renewable energy, weatherization and 
backing legislation such as the universal recycling law.  We need a lot more infrastructure if 
we’re going to make it to zero food scrapes in the landfill by 2020.  100% renew energy, 100% 
food out of landfills.  2) We should label homes and appliances to show that consumers will save 
money on efficiency 3) We need a public bank.  The bank could be in Poultney as we just lost 
our bank.  

Daniel Hibbs—See comments entitled “Dan Hibbs’ CAC Comments”.     



Edward Cameron—We should plan with a positive vision for prosperity and not just a carbon 
reduction plan.  There are big opportunities, lots of companies that make climate decisions based 
on available of green energy.  We should make plan for employment.  This needs to be joint 
between private people and the government.  Climate change can’t be solved just by the 
government.  We need education.  We need to invest in a social justice policy.  Lower income 
individuals are hit first and hardest by climate change and we can’t have that.  We need the full 
power of public purse, public procurement, and to end the perverse preference to oil companies.  
Mostly, we need an activist governor.  The Republican party has lost its sense on this issue.  We 
need a Republican leader who’ll take on his party.  This can’t be a partisan issue. 

Jennifer French--Food security is important.  I think we’ve gone too far to fix climate change. 
Now I suggest thinking for each other and yourselves, how will you eat?  The subsidies going to 
agriculture should go to feeding people in the crisis that we’re facing.  I’m worried about people 
surviving.  We should make sure there are local areas where people can come together and can 
survive. 

Tim Marr—I support a carbon tax.  Weatherization should be given from tax $; EVT doesn’t 
have good enough subsidies.  There should be more community solar; it’s becoming more 
difficult to install solar.  Community solar should be allowed on land approved by neighbors.  
PSB is the problem.  Need reasonable sound regulations on wind turbine because they are 
necessary.  Fund alternate transportation.   

Theo Talcott—There is a lot of work to be done with PSB or utilities commission; they’re in the 
way of progress.  Green Mountain Power is monopoly. VT should create its own solar utility and 
roll out solar all across the state as if it’s an emergency; we can do it on our own.  We’ve let the 
state be taken over by the market too long but it’s an emergency.  The crisis is here, let’s not 
pretend it’s not afoot.  VT gas pipeline: had huge leak in Manchester.  Why is state pushing 
natural gas on the people of Vermont?  Should be integrated.  Sate could encourage Netherlands 
style bike paths.  We need activist governor.   

Jillian Joyce—There should be job training for renewable energy, wind turbines in Barre.  
Schools should be models, should have electric car charging stations, lots of these as options.  
We should create a network for online commuter sharing.   

Eric Hangen—Carbon should have high price tag.  We should be paying at the pump the cost we 
put on other people.  We try to use the discount rate of economics.  This is: Discount rate: try to 
discount the future, the future is worth 5% less than this year, etc.  We get down to zero pretty 
quickly.  I created the Heat squad, wrote $5M grant, raised $5M from BOA and TD, in Rutland 
county.  From this, Vermonters are saving $1M/year.  That $1M is spent on the local economy.  
Did this without state support, no operating money. 

Caroline Kimball—Points out that in Australia, if you need cows with seaweed, you decrease 
methane by 90%.   

Rob Kidd—I encourage local action.  Vermont can be beacon of leadership on this.  We need to 
stop being in politics of denial, move forward despite more taxes.   



Peter Bosco—These suggestions involve a lot of money.  The media likes to scare people; 
controversy is the wheel that drives everything.  I believe the biggest environmental problem we 
face—the elephant in room-- is global population.  Climate change is great if there’s no place to 
stand, what about water and food?  You’ve got tunnel vision; it should focus also on zero 
population growth.  

Bruce—supports governor looking at equity and vulnerable populations.  Must point out his 1st 
objective [economic development] is directly in conflict with the goal of addressing climate 
change.  Current obsession with growth has to stop.  We must think of higher levels of economic 
thought, think of systems of infrastructure, make sure we address that materials and workforce 
on site to deal with crisis of weather and climate in coming decades.  Locally centered and 
resilient.   

Robin—Vermont has a relatively small impact related to carbon footprint.  Need a regional 
compact for New England to make an impact.  Should act in concert to multiply our efforts.   

Mark Raymaker—See “Mark Raymaker CAC Comments”.   











From: Walke, Peter
To: Thomas, Terisa
Subject: FW: VT Climate Action Commission - comments
Date: Friday, September 22, 2017 11:27:19 AM

To augment your notes

From: Doug Grandt [mailto:answerthecall@me.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 8:32 PM
To: ANR - VCAC <ANR.VCAC@vermont.gov>
Subject: VT Climate Action Commission - comments

Outline of my oral comments this evening:

Doug Grandt - Putney VT (ex-CA)
2006-2012 - CalEPA-ARB (AB-32)
2007 - Gore, AIT 150 presentations
2008-2013 - CCL 60+ lobby mtgs

IOP Science - logarithmic
gas and coal POWER PLANTS
Passenger cars & light trucks
Freight (HD trucks & rail) diesel
Aircraft JET FUEL kerosene
Boats & ships DIESEL 

MULTI-LEVEL CARBON FEE

How long will a carbon ge take to have the desired effect?
$10/ton, $25/ton, $50/ton ... 
increasing $10, $25, $50/year
increasing with CPI (~2%/year)

CCL REMI study is flawed/

HARD CAP ON REFINING & SALES
#RetireRefineries
#OnePerWeek (~750 refineries)

Doug Grandt CAC Comments

mailto:Peter.Walke@vermont.gov
mailto:Terisa.Thomas@vermont.gov


#ReplaceRefineriesWithRenewable
 
Solution submitted to VNRC 
Place a steadily declining cap of sales and combustion of
gasoline, diesel, kerosene, propane, methane and other carbon-
based fuels counting down to zero consistent with James Hansen
et al's latest paper, which is his testimony for Our Children's
Trust lawsuit "Juliana v U.S."
 
Bit.ly/IOP25Aug15 - IOP Science
Bit.ly/HansenPLOS - James Hansen
Bit.ly/KevAnd13Aug13 - K Anderson
Bit.ly/FWW24Oct16 - BC Canada 
 
Regards,
Doug Grandt
Putney VT
510-432-1452
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone (audio texting)

http://bit.ly/IOP25Aug15
http://bit.ly/HansenPLOS
http://bit.ly/KevAnd13Aug13
http://bit.ly/FWW24Oct16


From: Walke, Peter
To: Thomas, Terisa
Subject: FW: Thursday night Manchester Burr and Burton
Date: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:19:10 AM

Could you addend these to his remarks please.

From: Mark Raymaker [mailto:markraymaker@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:35 PM
To: Walke, Peter <Peter.Walke@vermont.gov>
Subject: Thursday night Manchester Burr and Burton

Mr. Walke,
I'm the speaker who raised the retail auto dealer problem stocking Plugin vehicles particularly in
Bennington county. Their excuse is the classic "chicken & egg" answer.  They say they will make an
effort when the public shows interest. They will take a risk of stocking a $50,000 + high performance
vehicle but will not risk investing in the tools and technician training necessary to stock a Plugin
vehicle.  

I forgot three other quick items:

A. The almost complete non enforcement of the existing idling laws.

B. The haphazard installation of electric vehicle charging stations, too many Level II chargers in one
location and no Level III Chargers in another location.

C. Currently there are no ICEing laws in Vermont. Internal combustion engine vehicles parking in
electric vehicle charging locations will suffer no penalties.

I am willing to assist you and your committee about these specific issues.

Thanks
Mark Raymaker 

Mark Raymaker CAC Comments

mailto:Peter.Walke@vermont.gov
mailto:Terisa.Thomas@vermont.gov


Sept.	21,	2017	

Annette	Smith	
Danby,	Vermont	

Specific	Recommendations	for	Action	Items	for	the	Climate	Action	Commission	

• Widespread	Adoption	of	Solar	Hot	Water
o 15	to	20%	of	home	energy	use	is	to	heat	water.		Solar	hot	water	is	cost-

effective,	payback	is	much	less	than	PV
o adoption	of	solar	hot	water	heating	can	result	in	meaningful	reduction	in

fossil	fuel	and	electric	consumption
• Work	with	Manufacturers	and	Entrepreneurs	to	Develop	and	Deploy	low	watt

appliances.		Require	prominent	disclosure	of	watts.		Challenge	to	getting	off	fossil
fuels	from	a	renewable	household	perspective	is	high	MW	of	household	appliances.
There	are	no	good	alternatives	to	propane	on	the	market	in	the	U.S.	at	this	time	for
refrigerators	or	kitchen	ranges/cooktops

o Refrigerators,	kitchen	cooktops	and	ranges,	vacuum	cleaners,	toasters	and
other	appliances,	especially	those	that	involve	heating,	require	high
electricity	use.		Watts	are	not	well	disclosed	and	have	become	more	difficult
to	find	in	product	literature.		Energy	Star	rating	is	meaningless.

o EU	just	enacted	a	900	Watt	limit	on	vacuum	cleaners
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-28878432

o Propane	kitchen	ranges	may	contain	undisclosed	electric	glo-bars	drawing	as
much	as	500	kW	of	electricity.	I	learned	about	it	by	trying	to	get	rid	of	the
pilot	light	in	the	gas	range,	and	after	reviewing	the	literature	to	make	sure	of
its	electric	use	for	the	piezo-electric	lighting,	purchased	a	new	kitchen	range
which	contained	an	undisclosed	electric	glo-bar	that	comes	on	every	time	the
oven	is	in	preheat	or	heating	mode.		I	hardly	ever	use	the	oven	now.

o Several	years	ago	Amory	Lovins	wrote	in	the	NY	Times	about	a	300	Watt
electric	kitchen	cooktop.		I	contacted	him,	he	gave	me	the	info,	it	was	a
European	manufacturer.		Seems	to	have	vanished.		We	know	it	is	possible!

o See	Rep.	Curt	McCormack’s	recent	commentary
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/opinion/my-
turn/2017/09/07/opinion-support-appliance-energy-
efficiency/105322932/.		Though	he	says	refrigerators	use	less	power	than	in
the	past,	they	are	still	not	efficient	enough	for	a	renewable	energy	system

• Develop	hemp	clothesline	and	wooden	clothespin	manufacturing	and	marketing	to
reduce	use	of	high	energy	use	clothes	driers.

o Hemp	is	medicine	for	the	earth,	drawing	pollutants	out	of	contaminated	soils
o The	wood	forest	products	industry	is	in	decline.		Clothespins	used	to	be

available	from	Vermont	manufacturers.		Bring	back	the	Vermont	clothespin,
packaged	with	the	hemp	clothesline.

• Other	Ideas	to	address	Climate	Change
o Plant	trees
o Transition	to	Organic	Farming
o End	war
o Commuter	Rail	on	Western	Corridor

Annette Smith CAC Comments



Zoe Aloise CAC Comments




































































































































































