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Vermont Shoreland & Lake 
Encroachment Permitting 

Municipal Day 
September 9, 2015 
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Presentation Outline 
Part 1: Shoreland Jurisdictional Area & Permit Process 
 
• Shoreland Protection Act Jurisdiction 
• Exemptions 
• Shoreland Permits/Registrations 
• Guidance material and application forms 
• Application and notification process 

 
 
Part 2: Shoreland Standards 

 
• Shoreland standards overview 

 
 

Part 3: Additional Permits & Municipal Permit Process 
 
• Delegation 
• Public Recreational Areas 
• Lake encroachment jurisdiction and permitting 
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Part 1 
Jurisdictional 
Area & Permit 

Process 



Vermont Shoreland Permitting - www.watershedmanagement.vt.gov 4 

 
Jurisdictional Area on  

Lakes Greater than 10 Acres 
 

Jurisdictional triggers: new cleared area or new impervious surface 

Jurisdictional Area & Permit Process 
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Exemptions 

• Repair and maintenance  
• Reconstruction in existing footprint 
• Removal of dead, diseased or unsafe trees 
• Six foot path within Lakeside Zone  
• Parcels intersected by a public highway 

(projects on the portion of the parcel on the side of the 
highway away from the mean water level) 

 

 

Jurisdictional Area & Permit Process 
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Exemptions – Other Permits or Rules 

• Wastewater/potable water supply systems 
• Permitted stormwater discharges and treatment 

facilities 
• Designated downtowns, village centers, and 

urban and industrial redevelopment 
• Act 250 and Section 248 (utility projects) 
• Forestry in accordance with AMPs and an 

approved forest management plan  
• Existing agriculture in accordance with AAPs 

Jurisdictional Area & Permit Process 
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Registrations/Permits 

Registrations 
Lakeside Zone: Up to 100 
square feet of 
cleared/impervious area 

– At least 25’ from MWL 
Upland Zone: Up to 500 
square feet of 
cleared/impervious area* 
*contingent on parcel’s existing 
impervious and cleared area %. 

 
Fee: $100 

Review time: 15 days 

Permits 
Lakeside and Upland Zones: 
Project must meet 
Shoreland Protection Act 
Standards 

 

 
 

 

Fee: $125 plus $0.50/ft2 

Review time: 40 days  

Shorelan Standards Jurisdictional Area & Permit Process 
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Application & Application Tools 

watershedmanagement.vt.gov/permits/htm/pm_shoreland.htm 

Jurisdictional Area & Permit Process 

http://www.watershedmanagement.vt.gov/permits/htm/pm_shoreland.htm
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Part 2 
Shoreland 
Standards 
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20, 20, 40, 100 & VPS 
 
• Project site must be located on an area with a slope 

less than 20% 
 

• No more than 20% of the parcel within the PSA consists 
of impervious surface 
 

• No more than 40% of the parcel within the PSA consists 
of cleared area 
 

• 100’ new development setback from mean water level  
 

• Vegetation Protection Standards apply to all 
vegetated areas 

Shoreland Standards 
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20, 20, 40, 100 & VPS 

Shoreland Standards 

Project site must be located on an area with a slope 
less than 20% 
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No more than 20% of 
the parcel within the 
Protected Shoreland 
Area shall consist of 
impervious surface 

Shoreland Standards 

20, 20, 40, 100 & VPS 
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No more than 40% of the parcel within 
the Protected Shoreland Area shall 
consist of cleared area 

Shoreland Standards 

20, 20, 40, 100 & VPS 
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Shoreland Standards 

20, 20, 40, 100 & VPS 
Best Management Practices 

Exceed a 20, 20, 40 standard?  
A best management practice 
(BMP) is required. 
 
• Waterbar 
• Infiltration trench 
• Vegetated swale 
• Drywell 
• No mow zone 
• Planting vegetation 
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20, 20, 40, 100 & VPS 
Conforming Development 

Shoreland Standards 

Required 100’ setback from mean 
water level for new development  
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For undeveloped existing (July 1, 2014) 
small parcels or parcels with existing (July 
1, 2014)site limitations: 
• New cleared area and impervious 

surface must be as far from the water as 
possible and no closer than 25’ from 
mean water level 

• 20, 20, 40 standards apply 
 

Redevelopment within Lakeside Zone: 
• No expansion closer to the mean water 

level allowed 
• Expansions of a home may be on the 

side farthest from the lake or to the side 
when impact is no greater. 

• May rebuild within a footprint that was 
in existence prior to July 1, 2014 

• 20, 20, 40 apply 
 

20, 20, 40, 100 & VPS 
Nonconforming Development 

 

Shoreland Standards 
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Shoreland Standards 

Tree Diameter 
(inches) Points 

< 2 0 

2 > 4 1 

4 > 8 2 

8 > 12 4 

≥ 12 8 

Under the Vegetation Protection 
Standards, the following must be 
present in each 25 foot x 25 foot plot: 
 
• A minimum of 12 points worth of 

trees 
• A minimum of 5 saplings (< 2” DBH) 
• All vegetation 3’ and below must 

remain (except for 250’ allowance 
for recreational use) 

• The duff and soil layer must not be 
disturbed 

20, 20, 40, 100 & VPS 
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Shoreland Standards 

20, 20, 40, 100 & VPS 
Point & Grid System 
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Shoreland Standards 

20, 20, 40, 100 & VPS 
Point & Grid System 
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Shoreland Standards 

20, 20, 40, 100 & VPS 
Point & Grid System 
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Part 3 
 Additional 

Permit & 
Municipal 

Permit Process 
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Delegated Municipalities: 
• Colchester  
• Greensboro 
• City of Burlington 
• Pending: Elmore 
 
Note: Shoreland Protection Act does 
not supersede existing municipal 
zoning.  Municipal zoning may be 
more stringent that the Act and 
remains in effect for non-delegated 
municipalities. 
 
With delegation questions, contact:  
Kevin Burke(DEC) 
802.490.6165 
Kevin.Burke@Vermont.gov 
 
• PUBLIC RECREATIONAL AREAS 
 
 

 
 

Additional Permits & Municipal Permit Process 

Municipal Delegation 

mailto:Kevin.Burke@Vermont.gov
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Lake Encroachment  
Jurisdiction and Permitting 

29 V.S.A. Ch. 11 (1968) 
Activities that occur beyond mean water level on 
all lakes that are public waters, including lake and 
ponds < 10 acres  
• Docks (Lake Champlain, the CT River and their 

tributaries, up to first barrier to navigation) 
• Shoreline stabilization including seawalls and other 

stone stabilization measures that involve work at the 
water edge and beyond mean water level 

• Dredge/Fill activity 
• Utility infrastructure 
• Marina infrastructure, including docks 
• Private non-commercial docks not involving 

concrete, sheet piling or fill may be exempt, limited in 
length and square footage, and cannot 
unreasonably impede navigation. 

• Buoys that do not unreasonably impede navigation – 
exempt. 

 
 
 

 

 

Additional Permits & Municipal Permit Process 
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Lake Encroachment & Shoreland Permitting 
Regional Contact Information 
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