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Invasives Make Bad Neighbors
Manage, Prepare, and Prevent the Spread of Invasive 

Plants and Pests





Urban and community land in Vermont is comprised 

of about 2.9% of the state land area. Urban and 

community land is defined by combining census 

definitions of urbanized areas and places.



The 11.9 million urban and community trees in Vermont provide an annual 

value of $68 billion from services such as filtering air, capturing rainwater, 

cooling our homes, and increasing our property values.



Benefits of Urban Trees



More than 282 arthropods (insects and spiders) depend 

on North American ash trees for food and shelter. At 

least 44 species of arthropods feed exclusively on ash.



Credit: Dan Herms, Ohio State University



Burlington: 1,000 ash trees ROW. 

Remove and Replace: $500,000

Johnson: 440 ash trees along back roads

Removal: $132,000



Ash Trees



U.S. Forest Service, Forest Inventory and 

Analysis, 1997

1 in 12 trees in 

Vermont are ash



Marianne Prue, Ohio Department of Natural Resources - Division of Forestry, Bugwood.org
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Other insects and diseases easily 

confused with EAB
• Ash Yellows
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Bark splitting



Woodpecker Flecking



Epicormic, or water sprouts



Canopy Thinning



Questions?



Creating a Pest Preparedness Plan



Why Plan Ahead at a Municipal Level:

Mark Whitmore, Cornell University



Who Writes the Plan?



Ask Yourself These Questions:

• Are your ash trees identified?

• Who owns them?

• Whose responsibility is it to treat or remove potentially 

risky ash trees?



Inventory
An inventory will tell 
you:

• How many trees you 
have

• Condition of trees

• Identify any candidates 
to preserve using 
insecticides 

• How to direct your 
management activities



Montpelier



• Do nothing
• Liability issues

• Remove all ash before they become infested
• Loss of valuable canopy

• Remove ash as they become infested
• Expensive reactive management – potential exposure to liability

• More dangerous (and expensive) to remove dead trees than live ones

• Treat with insecticides
• Retain canopy

• Many management options available with more time

Management Options



eabindiana.info

Created by Cliff Sadof, Purdue University





eabindiana.info



The EAB Cost 
Calculator



The Vermont Planning Process

• 1.  Educate yourself about invasive forest pests

• 2.  Learn about developing a Forest Pest 
Preparedness Plan

• 3.  Form a local forest pest planning and response 
team

• 4.  Brief decision makers

• 5.  Develop a timeline

• 6.  Assess your community’s level of preparedness 
and prioritize action steps

• 7.  Formalize plan

• 8. Implement your preparedness plan



http://vtcommunityforestry.org/
community-planning/tree-pests









Don’t Forget to Plan for Removal

• Who will remove the trees?

• Where will they go?

• What will you do with the wood?

Wood Utilization Options for Urban Trees Infested 

by  Invasive Species   B.Brashaw -et.al.



Learn More

vtinvasives.org

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, 

and Instagram @ VTinvasives



Meredith Whitney

Forest Pest Outreach Coordinator

UVM Extension

Meredith.Whitney@uvm.edu

mailto:Meredith.Whitney@uvm.edu

