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AGENDA

* Framework for decision making
* Landscape Scale
* Parcel Scale
* Species Scale

e Case Study

e Questions
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MANAGING FOR MULTIPLE GOALS A N
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e Town Forests can:

* Provide important habitat for wildlife
e Support clean air and water
* Promote flood resilience

* Provide income to town through responsible
forest management

* Provide recreation opportunities for
residents (including dispersed or trail-based)

e And more!
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IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL PUBLIC OUTDOOR ‘gﬂg N
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* One third of Vermonters recreate Ranking | Motivation to Recreate
in town forests To improve mental health

To relax and recharge

* Mental health is the top reason To experience calm, peace

Vermonters recreate outdoors To view scenic beauty
To get away from the usual demands of life

To connect with family/friends

* Costs for gear, equipment, use fees,

: \ To i hysical health
travel were cited as top constraints O IMProve physicat hea

To be close to nature

* Creates connections to community
and economy
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WILDLIFE HABITAT NEEDS

* Food & Water
e Cover
* Space

* Arrangement on the landscape
* Access to these elements
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* Direct mortality
Perry Hill

! ATy £ ! : Winter Recreation Ethics
1 L - s N = Please stay on groomed trails.
| b « Fat bikes and hikers avoid soft snow. If
L \ ' y ¢ tires or boots sk in snow more than an
Ty i ot Lo p inch, do not use.
; ¥ ; ¥y R < = IF you are recreaing with a dog, please
e DWiLE® { . leash and pick up ater your pet
DA = Packin, Pack out
- Respect the experience of other trai

eX e n d It u re 3 ‘ 3 3 S Winter Challenges for Deer
N : ¥ e - Deer survive the winter by living off fat users
S S B reserves and woody browse. A consistent = Be prepared by having adequate Layers to
4 g S S f E ensure wamith, water, cefiphone. snacks,
3 ; E Ao et and frst ag kit
\ 1 eomdlessn
is easier for them to move around fo fin
avaiable browse M;umeadoensec
by recreators or dogs in this situation they
‘expend some of the limited energy they have
avaiable.

Winter Yield Protocol

e Avoidance or changed behavior

- Paknl]
1Winter Recreation Zon

* May just leave the area o . N £ SRR L Y oo

Winter Management Zones and protect valusble winter widiife habitat TRAIL
Tmmmw;wnwnemzmm ""‘""Z.:?é"ﬁue data vell be " Deer Wintering Habitat USE
gathered to help guide Ature management Over 80% of Penry Hill is mapped deer wintesi
etabished  Perry il with he itent of The Waterbury Area Trais Allance & abitat Daer winkving habits ypicallyfias Good LISTED
prowiding a quality winter recreation working with parnners and volunteers fo " ABOVE
groom trails within the Winter Recreation
Management Zone. Please focus activity on i YOURS

goomed trais and follow il recommended
user ethics.

e Habitat alteration

e Continuous disturbance
* Expanding the disturbance zone further
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Landscape Scale Town Forest

Management
Plan
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LANDSCAPE SCALE QUESTIONS

* What does the community want
or need from the town forest?

 What current recreation
opportunities exist?

e What surrounds the town forest
parcel?
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PARCEL SCALE QUESTIONS

e What natural communities exist
on the parcel?

* Are there important food
sources?

e Where are the water resources?

* What recreation opportunities
currently exist on the parcel?
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e Are there notable features
people will access?

* Are there any known RTE species
or habitat?

* Are there any unique habitat
features (e.g. cliffs, ponds)?
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BIG QUESTIONS [ﬁ' N
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* Now that you know more about
the town forest, can potential
impacts to wildlife be avoided?

* If not, can you reduce the
potential impact?

e Will additional trails detract
more than they add?

H 7~ VERMONT




CASE STUDY
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Your Town Forest 670 Acres

Established Parking Area Deer Wintering Area [_] Open Field

% Vernal Pool Mast Stand

% Goshawk Nest [*] wetland Snowmobile Trail
=3 town Forest Boundary Rare Natural Community

Ak sty &

=== State Highway

Singletrack Biking/Hiking —— Class 3 Town Road

= Class 4 Town Road
- Legal Trail
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CASE STUDY
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Your Town Forest
Landscape View

&= Town Forest Boundary
Conserved Land

Interior Forest

Il Highest Priority
Priority

Connectivity Blocks
Highest Priority
Priority

Surface Water

I Priority

Riparian Connectivity
Highest Priority

005 4 45 2 25

ASA, NGA, USGS, VCGI, Eanh’tar Geor ﬁ‘lé."—\:ig“_E n-\Toan/om Garmin, SafeGraprVE

NASZ-USGS, EPA,NPS, USDA, US
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME! 'ﬁ' N
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* Claire Polfus * Andrea Shortsleeve
* Recreation Manager * Private Lands Habitat Biologist
* Vermont Department of Forests, * Vermont Department of Fish and
Parks, and Recreation Wildlife
e Claire.Polfus@vermont.gov * Andrea.shortsleeve@vermont.gov
e 802-505-5372 e 802-477-2257
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